
Xi Walks a Different Path in america
             

 

When Qi Xi opened the calling-for-can-
didate email from the student govern-
ment at UW-Madison, he said he saw a 
chance for a different self. 
          Five minutes later, Xi submitted his 
profile and became a candidate to run 
for the Associated Students of Madison’s 
21st Session Student Council Represen-
tatives. 
          Xi is from Beijing and now a 
sophomore studying computer science 
at UW-Madison. At the age of 18, the 
idea of studying abroad stroke him as a 
“spark.” He started his journey without 
a resolute destination but desired to try 
everything new. He captures the op-
portunities that America provides and 
makes full use of them.
          For his campaign, Xi said he 
wanted to “represent a diverse group in 
the student council” and “let the voice of 
everyone on campus to be heard” after 
hearing that few international students 
had been candidates or representatives 
in ASM.
          The result of the election came 
out, and Xi’s name appeared on the 
elected list with 2,388 votes, which made 
him obtain the second place among 37 
candidates within the College of Letters 
and Science. The first place candidate got 
2,488 votes.
          “I made a record,” Xi said. “Some-
one from the student council from the 
last session told me that it’s impossible 
to get more than 2,000 votes, but I did it.”

          Xi thinks the main reason he suc-
ceeded was because he sent a mass email 
to the entire campus of 40,000 students, 
after getting the email addresses from 
the Office of the Registrar.
          “The service fee was only $35,” Xi 
said. “[Other candidates] said they have 
spent almost $500 on campaign materi-
als. And $35 is all the money I spent. It’s 
effective, really effective.”
          Even though some students who 
receive the email may criticize or con-
sider it as spam, “That’s all right. That’s 
totally normal,” Xi said. 

“I want to do that because 

that’s different.” 
      

          Xi took a path that no one has 
stepped on and continues to meet the 
new self. On the land where “everything 

can happen,” Xi started an internet com-
pany, Wormhole, in December 2013, 
and it has about 70,000 users now. 
          Xi has taken Aviation classes for 
fun. He also joined the Hoofers to sail 
and ski on Lake Mendota, which is Xi’s 
favorite place in Madison. 
          “Madison is a quiet place,” Xi said. 
“I’d like to live in a quiet place and do 
something crazy there, be different.”  
  

What is a wormhole?
A wormhole is a theoretical passage 

through space-time that could create short-
cuts for long journeys across the universe. 
These paths, are also called Einstein-Rosen 
bridges, predicted by the theory of general 

relativity. 
 -- Nola Taylor Redd, SPACE.com

Where is Qi Xi? Northern lights in Alaska, 
March 2013

Kubuqi Desert in China,
July 2013

With friends in California,
January 2014

Avaition in Wisconsin,
January 2013

Qi Xi at the Bahamas, photo courtesy of Qi Xi

All photos courtesy of Qi Xi

by Kelly Wang


